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“KOUSEN-BUNSEKIHOU-SHISHIN” (Standard
Methods of Analysis for Mineral Springs, Japan)
and Actual Analysis for Hot Springs Water

Yoshinobu FUKASAWA

Yamanashi Institute for Public Health

Abstract

KOUSEN-BUNSEKIHOU-SHISHIN (Standard methods of analysis for mineral
springs, Japan) was revised in 1997 by the Environment Agency, Japan.

A questionnaire on the analytical methods of hot springs was sent to 82 laborato-
ries designated by the Agency. Sixty four laboratories (78.0%) replied to the request.
According to the response, analysis of hot springs have been conducted by 58 labora-
tories.

Of the standard methods, 5 methods have not been used among the laboratories.
For cation analysis, most laboratories used the following method, such as ion chro-
matography, atomic absorption spectrometry, inductively coupled plasma atomic emis-
sion spectrometry and inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry. For anion
analysis, ion chromatography has been dominantly adopted by a large number of the
laboratories examined.

The publication of a commentary for the standard methods by Balneological Soci-
ety of Japan is desired.

Key words : Standard methods of analysis for mineral springs, Japan, Actual analysis
for hot springs water, Questionnaire
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