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Konpira : The Town of Consumer Culture

Masafumi TAKESHIGE
Faculty of Education, Kagawa University

Abstract

Kotohira is a religious town built in Edo era. Now, this town is famous for hundreds of stone
steps to Konpira shrine on the mountain and an old Kabuki theater “Kanamaruza” built in Edo era.
This town has been developed by not only religeous culture but consumer culture. One of the
important element made this town famous is a novel “Konpira Douchu Hizakurige” written by
Ikku Juppensya, a famous popular writer in Edo era. I would consider the relationship between
tourism (monomiyusan in Japanese culture) and advertisement, or copy culture, referring using
this novel as an example. And last of all, I would present a characteritic hot spring culture in Japan.
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