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What do users think of hot springs in Japan ?

Yasushi FURUTA

Gifu prefectural museum, +323 Oyana, Seki-City, Gifu, /*+�-3.+, Japan

Abstract

In Japan, it is very popular to make use of mineral hot springs, and most Japanese

people enjoy taking hot spring baths. Some people take hot spring baths for therapeutic

reasons. But even though hot springs are common and easily accessed, schools do not

generally promote knowledge about hot springs. However recently, hot spring facilities

have practiced re-circulation of bath water and sterilization with chlorine and the image

of natural hot springs is di#erent from the reality. Due to this situation some problems

have occurred, such as infections involving Legionella species.

Author writing about hot springs believe one of the reasons for this situation is due

to lack of knowledge and information available to the general public. This has prompted

writer to conduct a survey of .** people asking about whether people understand hot

springs they use. The results of the survey indicated that the respondents didn’t

understand the technical words used in describing mineral hot springs. In conclusion, it

is clear we need to understand hot springs better and improve the school curriculum

concerning hot springs.
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Fig. + The questionnaire used in the survey (+).
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Fig. - Knowledge level on technical terms concerning hot spring related natural phenomena.
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Fig. / The results of the survey of knowledge about the technical words used in taking hot spring baths.
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