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Abstract

The Minami-Kanto gas field is the largest natural gas deposit of dissolved-in-water
type in Japan. However, geological information on the gas field has not been updated
since 1976. So, the new research project “Geological and geochemical study on natural
gas resources of dissolved-in-water type beneath the Kanto Plain (Minami-Kanto gas
field)” has begun in FY 2008. In the project, the authors are getting the geological and
geochemical data on the origin and distribution of the natural gas, and underground
geological structures in and around the field. The collected data will be integrated and
published as a new fuel resource geological map that will include the latest geological
information of the Kanto region. The authors expect that results of the study will be
used as basic information for estimation of geo-resources in Japan, and that the in-
tegrated geo-information will lead to outcomes as guidelines for safe and effective de-
velopment of natural gas resources and deep-seated geothermal water, and global warm-
ing mitigation measures for methane.
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Minami-Kanto gas field
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Reproduced after Mitsunashi et al. (1986)

Fig. 1 Schematic geological framework of the Minami-Kanto gas field.
GSJ : Geological Survey of Japan.
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