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Regional Development Using Hot Springs
in Shizuoka Prefecture
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Abstract

In Shizuoka Prefecture, a lot of famous hot spring resorts, including Atami Onsen, are
located mainly in the Izu Peninsula, as well as a number of small hot spring resorts scattered
throughout the prefecture. Shizuoka Prefecture boasts the highest number of hot spring
accommodation facilities in Japan, and is also one of the tops in the country in terms of the
number of hot spring sources and the amount of hot spring discharge. However, many hot
spring resorts are located in “Disappearing Localities”, municipalities that are considered to
be at risk of disappearing due to population decline, and are in a serious situation where their
very existence is at risk. Among these, Shizuoka Prefecture is actively working to promote
local areas through hot springs, and continues to carry out steady activities such as “the Izu
Healthcare Hot Spring Innovation Project (ICOI)”, which is an outstandingly large-scale locally-
operated commissioned and subsidized project managed by the local government of Shizuoka
Prefecture, the Talk Geo Cafe “Onsen Wa Taihen”, a community-based and interactive project
run by the Shizuoka Prefecture Hot Spring Association, and “the Shizuoka Prefecture Waku-
waku Hot Spring Stamp Rally”, which tours hot spring resorts throughout the prefecture.
In addition, the prefecture is home to unique hot spring resorts such as Hatake Onsen in
Kannami Town, which are popular with hot spring enthusiasts. Although there are some
serious issues, the active utilization of hot springs, good accessibility, and efforts to become a
research and implementation center for hot springs indicate Shizuoka Prefecture’s great
potential and future prospects as a hot spring tourist destination.
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